Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BANGUI 00494 170814Z 

13 

ACTION EB 11 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR-25 ISO-OO AGR-20 SP-03 AID-20 NSC-07 

RSC-01 CIEP-02 TRSE-00 SS-20 STR-08 OMB-01 CEA-02 

COME-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-04 USIA-15 

PRS-01 DRC-01 /162W 

056270 

R 161 147Z MAY 74 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGUI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4765 
INFO AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 
AMEMBASSY NDJAMENA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BANGUI 0494 
E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, EIND, EAGR, EGEN, CT 

SUBJECT: GOCAR APPARENTLY NATIONALIZED COTTON MONOPOLY 

1. ALTHOUGH THE DECREE HAS NOT YET BEEN MADE PUBLIC, THE GOCAR 
HAS ALSO NATIONALIZED L'UNION COTONNIERE CENTRQFRICAINE (UCCA). 

UCCA WAS A MIXED COMPANY, JOINTLY OWNED BY VARIOUS FRENCH 
INTERESTS (58.2 PER CENT) AND BY THE GOCAR (41.8 PER CENT) WITH 

A MONOPOLY ON THE BUYING, SELLING, AND EXPORTING OF THE CAR S COTTON. 

2. ON MAY 13 THE GOCAR REQUESTED THAT ALL EXPATRIATE PERSONNEL 
WORKING FOR UCCA REPORT TO THEIR RESPECTIVE PREFECTURAL AUTHORITIES 
WITHIN 48 HOURS (FYI: UCCA HAD INSTALLATIONS IN 8 OF THE GOCAR'S 

14 PREFECTURES). LATER, ON MAY 15, THE GOCAR REQUESTED THAT 
ALL FOREIGN AND LOCAL PERSONNEL REPORT FOR WORK AT EX-UCCA PLACES 
OF WORK AT THEIR NORMAL HOURS AND PERFORM AS THEY HAD IN THE PAST. 
GOCAR USE OF THE PREFIX "EX" BEFORE NAME OF A COMPANY HAS COME 
TO SIGNIFY THAT THE COMPANY HAS BEEN NATIONALIZED. 
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3. COMMENT: COMING ON THE HEELS OF A NEARLY 100 PER CENT INCREASE 
IN THE PRICES PAID TO CENTRAL AFRICAN PRODUCERS OF WHITE AND YELLOW 
COTTON, WHICH SHOULD TEND TO ENCOURAGE PRODUCTION, THE NATIONALIZAT- 
ION WILL PROBABLY HAVE THE EFFECT OF INCREASING GOCAR REVENUES FROM 
COTTON PROVIDED IT CAN FIND MARKETS. ALTHOUGH COTTON EXPORTS 
HAVE BECOME INCREASINGLY DIVERSIFIED IN RECENT YEARS, ALMOST 
60 PERCENT WAS EXPORTED TO FRANCE BY UCCA REPORTEDLY TO THE 
SAME FRENCH INTERESTS THAT HAD THE MAJORITY PARTICIPATION IN 
UCCA. 
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